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1. Gas capes wers a standerd part of the entl-gas equipment of the
Soviet Army during Worli War 1I and even prior to it. Every
member of the Soviet Armed Forces, including officers, was
issued one cape. i had aeen these capes first in 1939 and they
were still in used when I returned to the Soviet Zone of Germany
in 1949. T can remembtar, theee zapes were avaiisble in only one
size, made to fit anykody. The capes were sleeveless but were
provided with two siis on the sides, and a hood.
2. The naterial out of whith these capes were made was not cello-
phane buu something iike oily peper. The material was not
transpareny: the cclor was yellowisn. The softness of the
material dependeX on ‘the lengtn of time the capes had been in use,
I% was thin material, atout as thick as two sheets of mormal
writing paper.
3. ‘There was mo presoribed 1imlt to the 1life of these capes.
They served as long as usatle and were exchanged only when
damaged. I never heard of a cuse when capes Were exchanged
solely because they had served for a certain period of time,
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In.1950 the Soviet Army in Gemny received some capes which
were slightly differeat but still essentially like the old
cnes. Basically the material cf which they wers madeé was .
still psper but instead of being smooth the texture was rough
1ike a web or a nes. The whole was covered with an olly ~ -
substance wvhich was very similar, and probably identical with
the old cne. I could see no basic difference between the old
capes, and the new ones.
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